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Alto Adige 

Located in the Northern part of Italy, which 
borders Austria, South Tyrol is one of the smallest 
wine  production zones of Italy. Nevertheless, 
it has a high number of vineyards of varying 
sizes, all dedicated to cultivating a little more 
than 5000 hectares. The soils are characterized 
by the different altitudes (in some cases, 1000 
meters above sea level), as well as by the varying 
geological compositions such as marl, limestone, 
shale, dolomite stone, gravel, and clay.

All this, combined with a rather high number of 
vines and enological styles, make South Tyrol 
one of the most dynamic production areas of the 
entire Italian wine scene. The climate of South 
Tyrol is affected in a very positive way by the 
Alps, which protect the surface from the cold 
winds of Northern Europe.

The vine cultivation of South Tyrol consists 
mostly of white grapes, which amount to 60% of 
the total production. 
The most common are:

• Pinot Blanc: a vine of great elegance 
and acidity. Cultivated in 10% of the territory.

• Chardonnay: very popular in the area 
surrounding Bolzano and in Valle dell’Adige.

• Riesling: great acidity with an equally long 
lasting quality. In South Tyrol it is often vinified 
with almost no sugar, contrary to other parts of 
Europe.

• Gewürztraminer: literally “spiced/aromatic” 
Traminer, present in 10% of the overall territory.
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• Sauvignon Blanc: cultivated in 7% of the 
territory, the most suited areas are South Tyrol 
and Val Venosta.

• Pinot Gris: it makes up a little more than 10% of 
the cultivated surface of the region.

• Grüner Veltliner: this grape is used to make 
pleasantly aromatic wines, it’s a specialty of the 
central part of Valle Isarco.

• Kerner: variety born from the union of  
Trollinger and Riesling. Late harvest grape. Very 
widespread in Val Venosta.

• Sylvaner: it grows very well in Valle Isarco. 
Completing the list of white varieties there are 

Moscato Giallo, Veltliner, and Müller Thurgau. 
Some excellent white wines of South Tyrol are 
often products of the combination of some of 
the aforementioned varieties.

The Southern Tyrolean area also offers red 
grape production. The most widespread are 
Lagrein, Muscat Rosé, and Vernatsch. However, 
some international varieties such as Pinot Noir, 
Cabernet Sauvignon, Merlot, and Zweigelt are 
equally popular.
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Lagrein: Grown on little more than 500 hectares, 
Lagrein is the native vine of South Tyrol par 
excellence. After a period of decline it was 
resumed with great vigor during the 70s of the 
past century, with ever-growing success among 
the public.

Pinot Noir: present in South Tyrol since the 
nineteenth century, grown on little more than 
520 hectares mainly in the high altitude areas 
such as Mazon, Gleno and Pinzano, the so-called 
Blauburgunder is a juicy and lively red wine, not 
excessively complex, that brings out the aromas 
of undergrowth.

St. Magdalener: Real viticultural heritage of the 
area around Bolzano, St. Magdalener is cultivated 
in a sunny zone of around 160 hectares that 
corresponds to the Classic area (Santa Maddalena, 
Santa Giustina, San Pietro, Rencio and Coste). It’s 
a blend made with great prevalence of Vernatsch 
and small contribution of Lagrein.

Other Red Wines: The so-called ‘Bordeaux 
blends’ of South Tyrol have a historical great 
success, thanks to the peculiar characteristics 
that international vines develop in the unique 
Tyrol’s microclimate. These are wines marked by 
freshness and drinkability, with quality results that 
definitely make this area one of the ‘homelands’ 
of international blends in the world. 

Sweet Wines: Another typology of great 
importance of South Tyrol, sweet wines have here 
a success not comparable to other areas of Italy, 
derivating in part from the rigidity of the climate. 
Whether it’s late harvest or wines obtained by 

drying traditionally from white varieties such as 
Gewürztraminer or Gold Muskateller, recently 
sweet wines from red varieties have been 
spreading, such as Lagrein and Muscat Rosé.

The territory of South Tyrol is commonly divided 
into seven production areas, each one with 
characteristics that make it unique.

• Bassa Atesina: heights up to 1000 meters 
above sea level, calcareous rocks, and dolostone, 
particularly in Termeno area.

• Bolzano: area of red wines mainly, such as 
Lagrein and Vernatsch.

• Oltradige: the most renowned and important 
areas are those of Appiano and of Lago di Caldaro. 
Slight prevalence of white varietals.

• Valle dell’Adige: wines of strong flavor. The 
DOC Alto Adige Terlano is born here, and it’s 
characterized by a blend of white grapes, in 
particular Chardonnay, Pinot Blanc, and Pinot 
Gris.

• Valle Isarco: adoptive homeland of Riesling and 
Sylvaner. Here the wines produced are almost 
exclusively white.

• Merano: primarily red grapes.

• Val Venosta: thin and sandy soils, which often 
translate into very elegant wines.

98% of the cultivation surface of South Tyrol is 
protected by the DOC Alto Adige.
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2021 VINTAGE

2021 vintage has benefited a lot from a harvest that took place later compared to previous years, but 
in optimal weather conditions. Thanks to the strong temperature range which occured throughout all 
spring – the temperatures measured in April 2021 have been the lowest recorded during the last 20 
years – phenolic ripening of fruits resulted perfect and in particular helped white grapes to develop great 
aromatic potential. 

Frosts have been quite rare, but rainfalls – absent during spring and very copious between July and 
September – were offset by a beautiful end of summer, which allowed the closure of the ripening in 
perfect conditions. In general, the ‘whites’ (of excellent medium quality, with cases of absolute quality) 
are better than the ‘reds’ (good medium quality, with some excellent interpretations among Pinot Noir 
and Lagrein, for which we can predict one of the best vintages ever). 

As usual, the preventive work carried out in the vineyards is becoming more and more important since 
the cold months, when it is possible to guide the growth of the vines according to the season that they 
are going to face. We also have to consider a generalized delay of the harvesting period, which even 
reached two weeks during 2021.
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98+
Alto Adige DOC Cuvée Bianco Appius 2018 
ST. MICHAEL-EPPAN 

The tendency to excellence able to change its skin depending on the vintage, 
always producing new pearls: this is Appius. Notes of white peach to the 
nose, then ginger, citrus thyme and cedar zest, with slightly almondy touches.
The mouthfeel is sapid-savoury, with fruity return and great persistence.  

97+
Vigneti Delle Dolomiti IGT Bianco Private Cuvée 
Andreas Huber 2019 
PACHER HOF - HUBER ANDREAS

A perfectly dosed blend, where the sapidity and the tension of Kerner and 
Sylvaner are balanced by Riesling. A strong balsamic boost of eucalyptus 
and sage to the nose, and touches of saturn peach and lime. The mouthfeel 
is taut, with very long fruity-citrusy return.

97+
Alto Adige DOC Bianco Riserva LR 2018
CANTINA COLTERENZIO

The highest highlight by Kellerei Schreckbichl, with Chardonnay, Pinot Blanc 
and Sauvignon now able to express a ‘plastic’ balance. The 2018 vintage 
shows notes of lychee, lemon and jasmin to the nose, with touches of barley 
candy. The sip is savoury, with citrusy-floral return.

96+
Alto Adige DOC Terlano Cuvée Terlaner Riserva 
Nova Domus 2019 
CANTINA TERLANO

Result of a selection of the best Pinot Blanc, Chardonnay and Sauvignon 
grapes, in a breathtaking blend. The nose is compact and taut, with scents of 
candied cedar, eucalyptus and slightly almondy closure. The taste is striking 
thanks to its refined sapidity and a fresh and citrusy finish.

95+
Alto Adige DOC Bianco Grande Cuvée Beyond the 
Clouds 2020
ELENA WALCH 

The usual, fine hand of Elena Walch winery in this ‘white blend’ of all the 
varieties present in the vineyard. The nose is extremely elegant, with 
notes of mango and pineapple, with a pleasant hint of white pepper in the 
background. The mouthfeel is brackish, complex, crisp. A slightly almondy 
note on the closure.

GARDINI  NOTES WINE RANKING

SHORT (5-8 years) MEDIUM (10-15 years) LONG (more than 15 years)

The targets are three: short (5-8 years), medium (10-15 years) and long (more than 15 
years), which denote the aging potential of the wine. 

Cuvée Blanc
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98+
Alto Adige DOC Sauvignon The Wine Collection 2018 
ST. MICHAEL-EPPAN

The sidereal expression of a label line that made history. The olfactory profile 
is faceted, of bergamot, cedar, nectarine and pink grapefruit. The palate is 
savoury-brackish, with citrusy and crisp finish, deep and of great freshness.  

97+
Alto Adige DOC Sauvignon Sanct Valentin 2021 
ST. MICHAEL-EPPAN

The wisdom of St. Michael-Eppan, in a version that enhances the varietal 
expression. Nose with notes of white jasmine, then Abate pear and touches 
of toasted nuts, with mentholated hints. The palate is crisp-brackish, of 
great persistence and fruity-mentholated closure.

95+
Alto Adige DOC Terlano Sauvignon Blanc Quarz 
2020
CANTINA TERLANO

The usual, fascinating journey into Kellerei Terlan, within the potential of 
Sauvignon Blanc. To the nose cedar, lychee, hints of nectarine, followed by a 
mentholated note and citrus thyme. The mouthfeel has density, crispness and 
tension, with fruity-citrusy return and persistence.

95
Alto Adige DOC Sauvignon Praepositus 2021 
ABBAZIA DI NOVACELLA

The masterpiece of Abbazia di Novacella, a legacy of viticulture, not 
only concerning that of South Tyrol. A majestic Sauvignon, with notes of 
yellow grapefruit and rosemary, followed by elderflower and wild mint. The 
mouthfeel is sapid, with fruity-officinal return.

95
Alto Adige DOC Sauvignon Mirum 2021
WEINGUT UNTERHOFER THOMAS 

A bright surprise that puts together great precision and vigorous 
crispness of raw material, from a winery that has just reached its own 
label production. Yellow plum, white pepper and officinal touches of 
nettle to the nose, while the palate is brackish-sapid, with return of 
officinal sensations and sweet spices.

GARDINI  NOTES WINE RANKING

SHORT (5-8 years) MEDIUM (10-15 years) LONG (more than 15 years)

The targets are three: short (5-8 years), medium (10-15 years) and long (more than 15 
years), which denote the aging potential of the wine. 

Sauvignon
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97+
Alto Adige DOC Valle Isarco Sylvaner 2021 
PACHER HOF - HUBER ANDREAS

The usual crystal-clear precision of Andreas Huber in a product that’s 
already a great classic. Notes of saturn peach, fresh sage and hawthorn. The 
mouthfeel is sapid-brackish, with fruity-officinal return and great crispness 
of fruit.  

96+
Alto Adige DOC Valle Isarco Sylvaner 2021 
KUENHOF - PLIGER PETER

Peter Pliger’s Sylvaner highlights fruity fullness and officinal nuances, with 
notes of cedar, nectarine, hints of marjoram and wisteria to the nose. The 
mouthfeel is crisp-dense, brackish with fruity-citrusy return on the finish.

95
Alto Adige DOC Valle Isarco Sylvaner 2021
WEINGUT STRASSERHOF

The great and historical reliability of this winery from Novacella, regarding 
Sylvaner typology. Very refined to the nose, with recalls of alfalfa, white 
melon and a note of star anise on the finish. The mouthfeel is brackish-sapid, 
of nice crispness, the finish is persistent with officinal return.

94
Alto Adige DOC Valle Isarco Sylvaner Praepositus 
2021 
ABBAZIA DI NOVACELLA

Another evergreen classic by Novacella house, a very fascinating Sylvaner. 
Notes of Abate pear to the nose, touches of eucalyptus and wild mint. The 
sip is brackish, with amazing crispness of fruit and mentholated-officinal 
return.

92
Alto Adige DOC Valle Isarco Sylvaner Sabiona 2019
CANTINA VALLE ISARCO 

From a clos of unbelievable beauty located inside the walls of the 
historical monastery, the masterpiece of Kellerei Eisacktal - Cantina Valle 
Isarco. Hints of mango to the nose, then ginger and citrus thyme, followed 
by nutmeg. The palate is dense-savoury, of very long persistence and with 
fruity-officinal return.

Sylvaner

GARDINI  NOTES WINE RANKING

SHORT (5-8 years) MEDIUM (10-15 years) LONG (more than 15 years)

The targets are three: short (5-8 years), medium (10-15 years) and long (more than 15 
years), which denote the aging potential of the wine. 
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96+
Alto Adige DOC Valle Isarco Riesling 2021 
PACHER HOF - HUBER ANDREAS

A wonderful ‘mountain’ Riesling by Pacher Hof, from vineyards located 
approximately 650 meters above sea level in Neustift area. The nose shows 
Pindos apricot, then sage, iris and hawthorn. The palate is brackish-sapid, 
crisp, with floral-officinal return.  

95+
Alto Adige DOC Valle Isarco Riesling 2021 
TASCHLERHOF

The excellent Taschlerhof’s Riesling. The nose opens with Abate pear 
sensations, then touches of sage and nuances of Lily of the valley. The 
mouthfeel is brackish-iodine, of nice density with officinal-floral return. 
Great persistence.

94+
Alto Adige DOC Valle Isarco Riesling 2021
WEINGUT STRASSERHOF

Strasserhof’s great Riesling, from plots located 750 meters above sea level, 
which shows raw material’s nice crispness. White peach to the nose, touches 
of rosemary and ginger, followed by hints of jasmine. The mouthfeel is sapid-
brackish, with fruity-floral return.

94
Alto Adige DOC Valle Isarco Riesling Praepositus 
2020 
ABBAZIA DI NOVACELLA

Pleasant drinkability and density of fruit mark this Riesling by Abbazia 
di Novacella. Notes of cedar, ibiscus and lemongrass. The mouthfeel is 
brackish-taut, with fruity-officinal return, nice persistence and sweet spices 
on the closure.

92+
Alto Adige DOC Valle Isarco Riesling Aristos 2021
CANTINA VALLE ISARCO 

A reliable Riesling version for the Aristos line by Kellerei Eisacktal – 
Cantina Valle Isarco. Hints of Fuji apple to the nose, then touches of nettle 
and bergamot. To the palate, nice crispness and density. Brackish, with 
officinal-citrusy return and floral finish.

Riesling

GARDINI  NOTES WINE RANKING

SHORT (5-8 years) MEDIUM (10-15 years) LONG (more than 15 years)

The targets are three: short (5-8 years), medium (10-15 years) and long (more than 15 
years), which denote the aging potential of the wine. 
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92
Alto Adige DOC Valle Isarco Kerner Sabiona 2019
KELLEREI EISACKTAL - CANTINA VALLE ISARCO 

The always reliable product from the ‘clos’ of the Monastery. Notes 
of chinotto, rhubarb, fresh thyme and eucalyptus to the nose. The 
mouthfeel is savoury, slightly bitter, persistent, with return of citrusy and 
mentholated sensations.

Kerner
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96+
Alto Adige DOC Valle Isarco Kerner 2021 
PACHER HOF - HUBER ANDREAS

Again from the area of Neustfit, a Kerner marked by sharpness and great 
balance. The nose offers notes of green apple, nutmeg and cedar, while 
the mouthfeel is brackish-sapid, with fruity-citrusy return. Touches of sweet 
spices, great crispness and closure on iodine notes.

95
Alto Adige DOC Kerner 2021 
WEINGUT UNTERHOFER THOMAS

A Kerner characterized by a great sapid boost and cleanliness, symbol of 
Caldaro’s production. Notes of sage to the nose, pink grapefruit and white 
pepper. The palate is brackish-sapid, with fruity-citrusy return, persistence 
and tension of fruit. Freshness and juiciness until the end of the sip.

94+
Alto Adige DOC Valle Isarco Kerner 2021
TASCHLERHOF

From vineyards located approximately 500 meters above sea level, a Kerner 
of nice balance, with notes of turmeric, nettle and yellow plum, and nuances 
of hawthorn. The mouthfeel is brackish, with fruity-officinal return and hints 
of white flowers. Slightly almondy finish.

92+
Alto Adige DOC Valle Isarco Kerner 2021 
WEINGUT STRASSERHOF

From mountain vineyards approximately 700 meters above sea level, a 
Kerner of faceted nose. Notes of wild rosemary, white peach and star anise, 
followed by touches of bergamot. The mouthfeel is brackish-iodine, with 
floral-fruity return and pleasant persistence.

92
Alto Adige DOC Valle Isarco Kerner Sabiona 2019
CANTINA VALLE ISARCO 

The always reliable product from the ‘clos’ of the Monastery. Notes 
of chinotto, rhubarb, fresh thyme and eucalyptus to the nose. The 
mouthfeel is savoury, slightly bitter, persistent, with return of citrusy and 
mentholated sensations.

Kerner

GARDINI  NOTES WINE RANKING

SHORT (5-8 years) MEDIUM (10-15 years) LONG (more than 15 years)

The targets are three: short (5-8 years), medium (10-15 years) and long (more than 15 
years), which denote the aging potential of the wine. 
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97
Alto Adige DOC Terlano Pinot Bianco Riserva 
Vorberg 2019 
KELLEREI TERLAN - CANTINA TERLANO

Rudi Kofler’s version of Pinot Blanc, from Vorberg’s vineyards located above 
900 meters able to give a majestic sapid boost. The nose is impetuous, with 
notes of yellow peach, begonia, then marjoram. The mouthfeel is taut, sapid, 
persistent, with return of yellow fruit on the finish.  

95+
Alto Adige DOC Pinot Bianco Riserva Tecum 2019 
WEINGUT CASTELFEDER

A Pinot Blanc Riserva exclusively offered in magnum size, of crystalline 
perfection. From a single vineyard located in Buchholz, above Salorno, it 
shows notes of candied cedar, nectarine, ginger and toasted almond to the 
nose. The palate is juicy-crisp with nice tension and citrusy-fruity return.

95+
Alto Adige DOC Pinot Bianco Riserva Flora 
2019
CANTINA GIRLAN

A magnificent 100% Pinot Blanc, sybol of territorial vocation and impeccable 
work done both in the vineyard and in the winery, typical feature of Girlan. 
Notes of white pepper, salty caramel and saturn peach to the nose. The sip is 
brackish-sapid, of great crispness and spicy-fruity return.

Pinot Blanc
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97
Alto Adige DOC Terlano Pinot Bianco Riserva 
Vorberg 2019 
CANTINA TERLANO

Rudi Kofler’s version of Pinot Blanc, from Vorberg’s vineyards located above 
900 meters able to give a majestic sapid boost. The nose is impetuous, with 
notes of yellow peach, begonia, then marjoram. The mouthfeel is taut, sapid, 
persistent, with return of yellow fruit on the finish.  

95+
Alto Adige DOC Pinot Bianco Riserva Tecum 2019 
WEINGUT CASTELFEDER

A Pinot Blanc Riserva exclusively offered in magnum size, of crystalline 
perfection. From a single vineyard located in Buchholz, above Salorno, it 
shows notes of candied cedar, nectarine, ginger and toasted almond to the 
nose. The palate is juicy-crisp with nice tension and citrusy-fruity return.

95+
Alto Adige DOC Pinot Bianco Riserva Flora 
2019
CANTINA GIRLAN

A magnificent 100% Pinot Blanc, sybol of territorial vocation and impeccable 
work done both in the vineyard and in the winery, typical feature of Girlan. 
Notes of white pepper, salty caramel and saturn peach to the nose. The sip is 
brackish-sapid, of great crispness and spicy-fruity return.

95
Alto Adige DOC Pinot Bianco Puntay 2020 
ERSTE+NEUE

From one of the most original oenological project of South Tyrol, a Pinot 
Blanc marked by fresh and unconventional features. The nose is spicy with 
nuances of white pepper, yellow plum and barley candy. The sip is brackish-
savoury, with return of sweet spices and fruity sensations. Tension and 
persistence.

93+
Alto Adige DOC Pinot Bianco Quintessenz 2020
KELLEREI KALTERN 

Cooperative winery of great tradition, full expression of Caldaro area, 
a fixed point of the denomination. The nose is faceted, with notes of 
chinotto, mango, hawthorn and fresh thyme on the closure. The palate 
is rich in crispness and density, saline, it plays on freshness and fruit 
fragrance.

Pinot Blanc

GARDINI  NOTES WINE RANKING

SHORT (5-8 years) MEDIUM (10-15 years) LONG (more than 15 years)

The targets are three: short (5-8 years), medium (10-15 years) and long (more than 15 
years), which denote the aging potential of the wine. 
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98+
Alto Adige Chardonnay DOC Riserva Troy 2019 
CANTINA TRAMIN

One of the ‘untouchable’ products of the research of Tremeno’s winery. 
A vibrant Chardonnay, with faceted nose, yellow plum, then rosemary, 
lemongrass and ginger. Notes of white pepper on the closure. The palate is 
sapid, with officinal-fruity return and spicy recalls.

97
Alto Adige DOC Chardonnay Riserva Burgum Novum 
2018 
WEINGUT CASTELFEDER

A textbook Chardonnay, coming from alluvial soils of calcareous matrix, 
close to Neumarkt (Gries) and Salurn (Villa Karneid). Notes of lychee, 
toasted hazelnuts and touches of citrus thyme. The sip is brackish-iodine, 
with fruity-officinal return and notes of dried fruits on the closure.

95+
Alto Adige Terlano Chardonnay DOC Sophie 2020
MANINCOR

From the subareas of Terlano and Caldaro, a Chardonnay with minimum 
participation of Viognier and Sauvignon Blanc. The nose offers notes of 
apricot, marjoram and orange blossoms with cedar touches. The sip is iodine, 
with fruity-officinal return and floral sensations.

95
Alto Adige DOC Chardonnay Riserva Vigna Castel 
Ringberg 2019 
ELENA WALCH

Elena Walch’s Chardonnay from a single parcel, great varietal expression 
concerning sharpness. Notes of gerbera, cinnamon, white peach and hints of 
sage. The palate is iodine-brackish, with fruity-floral return.

92
Alto Adige DOC Chardonnay Riserva Maturum 2019
K.MARTINI & SOHN 

From San Michele Appiano area, a Chardonnay marked by complexity. 
Notes of mango, citrus thyme and white pepper to the nose. To the 
palate, freshness and tension, with fruity-officinal return and pleasant 
juiciness.

Chardonnay

93+
Alto Adige DOC Chardonnay Riserva Doran 2019
KELLEREI ANDRIAN 

From calcareous soils located approximately 400 meters above sea level, 
a Chardonnay with notes of white melon, wild rosemary and mentholated 
notes, with hints of star anise on the closure. The mouth is brackish, with 
return of tropical fruits and officinal notes.
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98+
Alto Adige DOC Pinot Noir Riserva The Wine 
Collection 2018 
ST. MICHAEL-EPPAN

A sumptuous Pinot Noir, the final result of a 25-year-long research. The nose 
is faceted and shows great variety of sensations, such as sour cherries and 
orange zest, rhubarb and undergrowth. Breathtaking density to the palate, 
iodine-brackish tannins and balsamic finish with return of rhubarb.

97+
Alto Adige DOC Pinot Nero Riserva Burgum Novum 
2018 
WEINGUT CASTELFEDER

A fixed point since 1989, from vineyards located in Gleno area. Notes of 
black cherries and laurel, touches of nutmeg and licorice on the closure. The 
sip has iodine tannins, return of fruit and officinal notes. The finish recalls 
nuances of sweet spices.

96+
Alto Adige DOC Pinot Nero Riserva Lafóa 2019
CANTINA COLTERENZIO

The first cru of Colterenzio, associative winery that made the history of 
South Tyrol viticulture. A surprising Pinot Noir characterized by lightness and 
consistence. Notes of raspberry to the nose, then juniper and blood orange 
zest. The palate has tension and freshness, with fruity-citrusy return and very 
long persistence. Return of undergrowth on the closure.

96
Alto Adige DOC Pinot Nero Schweizer 2019 
FRANZ HAAS

From the undisputed master of Pinot Noir in South Tyrol, the nose has 
sensations of marasca cherries in alcohol, touches of pepper leaf and 
nuances of orange zest. The palate has iodine tannins, crispness, density 
and tension, with fruity-citrusy return and great persistence.

96
Alto Adige DOC Pinot Nero Riserva Matan 2019
PFITSCHER 

A Pinot Noir Riserva of nice reliability, with a varied bouquet of black wild 
cherry, marjoram, touches of cinnamon. The mouthfeel has nice acidity, 
brackish-sapid tannins and fruity-spicy return. The finish is balsamic.

Pinot Noir

GARDINI  NOTES WINE RANKING

SHORT (5-8 years) MEDIUM (10-15 years) LONG (more than 15 years)

The targets are three: short (5-8 years), medium (10-15 years) and long (more than 15 
years), which denote the aging potential of the wine. 
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94+
Alto Adige DOC Lagrein Riserva Weingarten 
Klosteranger 2017
MURI-GRIES

From the historic vineyard protected by the walls of the ancient monastery, 
a single vineyard that represents one of the highest points of this typology, 
in this territory. Black currant jam to the nose, with touches of violets and 
sweet licorice. The mouthfeel is brackish-sapid with fruity-balsamic return.

94+
Alto Adige DOC Lagrein Riserva Gries Select 2019 
HANS ROTTENSTEINER

An iconic product, identity of Gries area. Sour cherries in alcohol to the 
nose, touches of marjoram, wild violet and anise. The palate is brackish-
iodine, with fruity-floral return and nice crispness of sip.

94
Alto Adige DOC Lagrein Riserva Amperg 2019
WEINGUT KLAUS LENTSCH

Beautiful interpretation of the variety, a 100% Lagrein from typically porphyric 
soils. Notes of wild berries jam, then fresh laurel and touches of wild iris. The 
mouthfeel is brackish, with return of fruit and officinal sensations. Freshness 
on the closure.

94
Alto Adige DOC Lagrein Riserva 2018 
WEINBERGHOF BELLUTTI

A very interesting garage winery, capable of clean and intense interpretations 
like this Lagrein. Notes of red cherry to the nose, then cinnamon and 
dogwood. The palate is brackish-sapid, with return of fruity notes and sweet 
spices.

94
Alto Adige DOC Lagrein Riserva 2019
PFANNENSTIELHOF 

Also this Riserva by Pfannenstielhof is a success, well-balanced and of 
nice character. The nose opens on notes of blackberry, then touches of 
nutmeg and marjoram. The palate is sapid-brackish, with fruity-officinal 
return. 

Lagrein

GARDINI  NOTES WINE RANKING

SHORT (5-8 years) MEDIUM (10-15 years) LONG (more than 15 years)

The targets are three: short (5-8 years), medium (10-15 years) and long (more than 15 
years), which denote the aging potential of the wine. 
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95
Alto Adige DOC Santa Maddalena Classico Vigna 
Premstallerhof Select 2021 
HANS ROTTENSTEINER

A nailed blend of Vernatsch and Lagrein from a biodynamic project. The 
nose shows notes of black currant with officinal touches on the closure, such 
as fresh thyme and iris notes. The palate is dense, the sip is taut and lively, 
and the finish has fruity-floral return.  

94
Alto Adige DOC S. Maddalena Classico Antheos 2020 
ANSITZ WALDGRIES

A St. Magdalener of consistency and well-balanced components. Nose of 
red raspberry with touches of laurel and juniper lashings. The mouthfeel is 
brackish-sapid with return of officinal and fruity components. Persistent.

93+
Alto Adige DOC Santa Maddalena Classico Annver 
2020
PFANNENSTIELHOF

One of the most amusing products of Pfannenstielhof house, a 200-year-old 
estate, homage to the last generation of this winery. The nose has notes of 
marasca cherry, with a touch of wild mint and pepper leaf. The taste is juicy 
and dense, of nice persistence.

93
Alto Adige DOC Santa Maddalena Classico Der 
Pfannenstiel 2017 
PFANNENSTIELHOF

A great classic of a consolidated tradition yet always a novelty. The nose is 
rich and floral, with notes of cherries in alcohol, chinotto, marjoram on the 
finish. The palate is dense, brackish and of great acid support. Fruity return 
on the closure.

92+
Alto Adige DOC Santa Maddalena Classico 2021
PFANNENSTIELHOF 

All the vocation of this winery concerning Vernatsch grape, also in this 
Classico ‘entry level’. Nose of black cherry in alcohol, clementina zest, 
marjoram on the closure. The sip is crisp, iodine-brackish, with fruity-
citrusy return and great length. 

St. Magdalener

GARDINI  NOTES WINE RANKING

SHORT (5-8 years) MEDIUM (10-15 years) LONG (more than 15 years)

The targets are three: short (5-8 years), medium (10-15 years) and long (more than 15 
years), which denote the aging potential of the wine. 
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94+
Alto Adige DOC Cabernet Sauvignon Riserva 
Quintessenz 2019 
CANTINA KALTERN

Cabernet with a small percentage of Merlot for a very expressive wine. The 
nose is taut, with aromas of small black fruits, such as cassis, then mint and 
cardamom. The palate is compact and very elegant, with iodine tannins, 
persistent finish and nice sapidity.

94+
Alto Adige DOC Cabernet Franc - Merlot Valbion 
2019 
WEINGUT STROBLHOF

This particularly well dosed blend comes from a single vineyard whose 
microclimate is guaranteed by the gentle slopes of Mendola. The nose 
opens on notes of black currant, with touches of wild mint and rhubarb. The 
mouthfeel is dense-taut, with nice acid support and long persistence.

94
Alto Adige DOC Cabernet Sauvignon Gratus 2019
WEINGUT TENUTA RITTERHOF

A beautiful 100% Cabernet Sauvignon, emblem of the South Tyrolean 
Unterland microclimate. The olfactory profile opens with notes of wild plum, 
touches of undergrowth, rosemary and juniper. The mouthfeel is juicy-
brackish, with return of fruit and undergrowth sensations.

93+
Alto Adige DOC Merlot Cabernet Riserva Cortazo 
2019 
PFITSCHER

From Brenntal vineyard in Kurtatsch, a blend of valuable finesse. Wild fruits 
jam to the nose, touches of rhubarb and laurel. The sip is juicy-sapid, with 
return of fruit jam and officinal sensations. Nice persistence.

92+
Alto Adige DOC Cabernet Sauvignon Riserva Staffes 
2019
WEINGUT KORNELL 

From porphyric soils in Settequerce area, a wine of nice gustatory 
tension. Notes of blueberries to the nose, then hints of juniper, marjoram 
and white pepper. The mouthfeel is brackish, with fruity-spicy return and 
juiciness.

Other Red Wines

GARDINI  NOTES WINE RANKING

SHORT (5-8 years) MEDIUM (10-15 years) LONG (more than 15 years)

The targets are three: short (5-8 years), medium (10-15 years) and long (more than 15 
years), which denote the aging potential of the wine. 
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100
Alto Adige Gewürztraminer Spätlese DOC Epokale 
2015 
CANTINA TRAMIN

A return to the roots of this typology. Old vineyards, seven years of ageing 
in Ridanna Monteneve mine, over 2000 meters above sea level. White melon 
and lychee to the nose, then saffron and fresh sage on the closure. Juicy-
sapid to the palate, persistent with officinal return.  

95+
Mitterberg IGT Bianco Passito Sissi 2018 
KELLEREI MERAN

Goldmuskateller with a little help of Gewürztraminer, from vineyards located 
among the areas of Merano, Lana, Cermes and Marlengo. Aroma of salty 
caramel, chestnut honey and date. Great density to the palate, fresh finish. 

94+
Vino Bianco Le Petit 2018
MANINCOR

100% late harvested Petit Manseng, of great density to the nose: bergamot, 
blood orange zest, tangerine and orange blossom. Intense to the palate as 
well, taut, with good supporting acidity and return of citrusy trace on the 
finish.

93+
Alto Adige DOC Gewürztraminer Passito Cresta 
2019 
HANS ROTTENSTEINER

An attractive Gewürztraminer from Maso Kristplonerhof’s heritage. Floral 
aromas of rose, sage and ripe pineapple. The palate is dense, with recalls of 
tropical fruit, fresh and mentholated finish, of beautiful persistence.

92+
Mitterberg IGT Lagrein Passito Paul 2018
KIEMBERGER 

100% Lagrein of great juiciness from Andriano area. Notes of cherries 
in alcohol to the nose, touches of laurel and iris, hints of cinnamon. The 
mouthfeel is sapid-brackish, with fruity-officinal return and gustatory 
persistence.

Sweet Wines

GARDINI  NOTES WINE RANKING

SHORT (5-8 years) MEDIUM (10-15 years) LONG (more than 15 years)

The targets are three: short (5-8 years), medium (10-15 years) and long (more than 15 
years), which denote the aging potential of the wine. 
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