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Friuli Colli Orientali

The Friuli Venezia Giulia region is located in the
northeastern part of Italy, bordering Slovenia to
the east and Austria to the north. Its wine was
already well known to the Celtic populations
living in the area long before the arrival of the
ancient Romans.

One of the most noted and suitable territories of
the Friuli, is located at the border with Slovenia,
taking its name from the eastern hills of the Friuli.
This area includes a stretch of hills that rise above
the region’s biggest city, Udine. In total, this area
comprises more than 2000 hectares with many
different sub-zones. The climate here is essentially
continental, with some maritime influences in the
south, due to its proximity to the Adriatic Sea.
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The terrain is mostly composted of marl and
sandstone. This geological factor, together with
the different expositions of the vineyards, helps
to make the area very adaptable not only to
international vines, both white and red, but to a
great number of native ones.

The principal varieties are:

e Malvasia: in this case referring to the Malvasia
Istriana - a white grape - also present in other
regional DOCs. The vineyard is well adapted to
different territories. For this reason, the gustative
spectrum expressed, is rather varied.

¢ Ribolla Gialla: white berry that must derive
its name from the vinification process, during
which it is “re-boiled” rather vigorously inside the
barrels. The sparkling version is becoming more
and more popular.
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¢ Friulano: white grape from Central Europe.
Before the end of the last century, the variety
from this area bore the name Tocai. Gustatively
speaking, it typically recalls almonds on the finish.

e Verduzzo: white grape with two types: the
more diffuse yellow version, and the green, which
is now very rare. Utilized for dry but also sweet
wines, for example the Ramandolo.

* Pinot Grigio: very common grape in
northeastern ltaly, with grayish-pink color. Despite
the fact that a sweet version exists in other parts
of Italy, here, in the eastern hills of the Friuli it is
produced only in a dry version.

¢ Refosco dal Peduncolo Rosso: red grape that
is part of many regional labels. It belongs to the
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Refosco family, which among others includes
another much-used variety in the Friuli, the
Terrano.

In the Friuli region, numerous blends are also
produced, obtained in particular fromm a mix of
white grapes. The Doc Friuli Colli Orientali was
established, even though with a slightly different
name, in the 70s.
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Friulano
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