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Barbera e Dolcetto

A simple analysis of market data could lead to the 
conclusion that the most widespread vineyard in the 
Piedmont region is Nebbiolo, which has obtained 
world renown thanks to its varieties that go by the 
name of Barolo and Barbaresco. Actually, if one 
wants to find out the full oenological tradition of 
the region, it is necessary to start from the Barbera. 
This latter, in fact, it is the most widespread red 
grape wine variety as for its dissemination on the 
territory, since it is present on about 35% of the 
entire area planted with vines, which corresponds 
to approximately 50,000 hectares. 
The first evidence in official documents dates back 
to 1512. Then, starting from the 19th century, when 
the small peasant property was fully developed, the 
Barbera vineyard became immediately the favorite 
one, as it is easy to cultivate and it has a good 
yeld. As a matter of fact, it is about a strong grape, 
with a regular ripening, a high acidity and a good 
alcohol yeld. On the contrary, during modern years 
(starting from ‘80s, when it occurred a real authentic 
“rediscovery”) the Barbera has been chosen 
because it is adaptable, meaning that it offers the 
chance to raise its quality level, while remaining a 
“table” wine, thanks to the most clever oenological 
procedures: in the vineyard, through the clonal 
selection and very accurate practices, in addition 
to a functional reduction of the yelds in order to 
encourage a higher quality. In the winery, thanks to 
greater control over the secondary fermentation 

and, if necessary, through aging in wooden barrels. 
This kind of vineyard prefers warm and sunny 
exposures and calcareous soils rich in silt, clay and 
carbonates. The winemaking area of the main DOC 
and DOCG Barbera-based wines of the Piedmont 
region corresponds to the so-called “Piedmontese 
tertiary”, whose northern border coincides with the 
Po River, which means hilly terrains of moderate 
altitude, between 150 and 400 meters, with pretty 
warm summers and relatively mild winters and with 
rare snowfalls. 

The designations and the winemaking areas are the 
following ones:

• Barbera d’Alba DOC (province of Cuneo, including 
the areas of Langhe and Roero)
• Barbera d’Asti DOCG (provinces of Asti and 
Alessandria)
• Barbera del Monferrato DOC and Superiore DOCG 
(provinces of Asti and Alessandria, including some 
Ovadese areas)
• Colli Tortonesi Barbera DOC. 

In this case, the Barbera d’Alba complies with the 
following procedural guidelines for wine production:

• The winemaking takes place in 41 towns in the 
province of Cuneo and in part of the area of 13 
towns, always in the province of Cuneo.



NEBBIOLO15%

BARBERA 85%

• Grapes: 
at least 85% of Barbera variety (up to a maximum 
of 15% of Nebbiolo variety);
• Minimum natural alcoholic strength by volume for 
the grapes: minimum of 11.00% vol. (11.50% vol. for 
the grapes which are intended for the production 
of Superiore); 

Furthermore, the Barbera d’Alba Superiore variety 
needs almost 12 months of aging as from 1st 
November of the year of grape harvest, as well as 
at least 4 months in wooden barrels;

The origin of the name Dolcetto, which has been 
elected as 2019 wine of the year by the Piedmont 
region, is controversial. The most likely hypothesis 
is that it derives from the high sweetness of mature 
grape, compared to the other equally territorial 
Nebbiolo varieties, while a second hypothesis is that 
the name derives from dosset, a local word which is 
used to define a low hill, which is the most favorite 
winemaking area for this great territorial wine. 
Moreover, also the origin of the vineyard is under 
debate, as Monferrato and Liguria are contending 
for it with one another. In 2018, in the Piedmont 
region, the hectares cultivated with Dolcetto variety 
have been over 3,800 for the production of the 12 

Designations of origin. The Dolcetto grape variety 
produces a ruby red color wine, which generally 
has intense aromas of liquorice, bitter almond, 
blackberries and cherries, with floral scents. The 
taste is dry, bitter, medium bodied, low-acid, quite 
tannic, soft and well-balanced. It is an immediate 
consumption wine, so within the first year after the 
grape harvest or, at least, after a short-term aging, 
so much that in the area of the DOC Dolcetto 
d’Alba wine is the most popular one among table 
wines. It’s about a vineyard which is generous even 
during bad vintages and which is characterized by 
the presence of sand, soil and silt. 

The DOC and DOCG varieties produced are listed 
below:

Dolcetto d’Acqui DOC
Dolcetto d’Alba DOC
Dolcetto di Diano d’Alba DOCG
Dolcetto d’Asti DOCG
Dolcetto di Ovada DOC, Ovada Superiore DOCG 
Dolcetto di Dogliani DOC, Dolcetto delle Langhe 
Monregalesi DOC, which have been merged under 
the designation of Dogliani DOCG
Dolcetto Pinerolese DOC 
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Barbera d’alba Doc “Vigna S. Rosalia” 2017
BREZZA 

Fresh, passionate and vivacious: in short, all features that a Barbera (should) 
have. Its glass cap proves how the fruit strength is fundamental for this wine. 
The aging in steel containers ensures its sharp-edged character and enhances its 
carefree and youthful impetus. On the nose, blackberries and cherries; the sip is 
salty with notes of caper ending uniquely on the tones of liquorice. 

Barbera d’alba Superiore Doc Vigna “La Masseria” 2015
FRANCESCO BOSCHIS 

Here is a Barbera that one wouldn’t expect: ambitious, elegant but never excessive, 
a true demonstration of potentiality. A Cru from Roddino d’Alba, an area called 
Le Masserie, a clay soil, at 500 metres above sea level. In the winery, aged first in 
tonneaux, then in steel and bottle. The result is a sumptuous, magnetic, balanced 
product with a great effect. In the mouth, aromas of plums and alcohol-infused 
cherries. Tasty, mineral with a great firmness.  

Barbera d’alba Doc “Cerreto” 2015
ROBERTO VOERZIO  

Cru, La Morra area, an identity project of great value and success during the 
years. Excellent winemaking techniques carried out in the winery, especially 
aimed at reflecting a complex but never excessive land. Left twelve months in 
tonneaux, then eight months in steel containers. At first glance austere, it displays 
however its finesse. On the nose, aromas of cherries and plums with boisé notes. 
The mouthfeel shows an excellent tasty trace with a great firmness in the finish.

Barbera d’alba Doc 2018
SORDO

A magnificent drinkability, a typical representation of a compact and properly 
ripened wine. Aged only in steel containers, therefore the bottle holds all the 
typical spicy impetuosity of the wine varietal. On the nose, aromas of small red 
fruits, intense aromas of undergrowth. The mouthfeel is salty, mineral but, above 
all, extremely drinkable with a very charming persistence.

92+

GARDINI  NOTES WINE RANKING

SHORT (5-8 years) MEDIUM (10-15 years) LONG (more than 15 years)

The targets are three: short (5-8 years), medium (10-15 years) and long (more than 15 
years), which denote the aging potential of the wine. 

BARBERA SEPTEMBER 2019

WINE RANKING
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92+
Barbera d’alba Superiore Doc “Vigna Canova” 2016 
RESSIA 

Neive town, a wine showing an undeniable charm. Balanced, intense 
with an overflowing pathos. On the nose, scents of fruits of undergrowth 
dominated by raspberries. A nice spiciness in the background. The 
mouthfeel is firm, salty and mineral, enriched by a slight texture made of 
round and very soft tannins.

92
Barbera d’alba Superiore Doc “Regiaveja” 2016
BOVIO

An extremely elegant Barbera from a cru, in the area called La Morra. This wine 
benefits from an aging period of twelve months in wood, which is never intrusive. 
A very thick texture perceived from the nose, with fruits of undergrowth- 
especially blackberries- to the mouthfeel, which is both intense and sharp. A 
very long-lasting persistence.

92
Barbera d’alba Superiore Doc 2016
BREZZA

Vineyards cultivated in accordance with accurately organic principles 
which produce an excellent wine, aged twelve months in young Slavonian 
barrels. On the nose, nice aromas of fruits of undergrowth with a balsamic 
note, blackberry jam, chinotto, pepper leaf. In the mouth it is ripe, intense 
and extremely elegant. A convincing persistence backed by a great tannic 
texture.

92
Barbera d’alba Doc “Elena la Luna” 2016
SAROTTO 

Dedicated to Roberto’s second daughter, this Barbera displays a great 
personality as well as a captivating drinkability. Produced by the oldest 
vineyards of the firm, facing south, this wine shows a complex nose where 
the toasted and at the same time boisé structure leads the way to an 
intense texture made of fruits of undergrowth, especially blackberries, 
with a clear balsamic note. The mouthfeel is vivacious, intense and salty. 

92
Barbera d’alba Doc “Vigna Roreto” 2016
ORLANDO ABRIGO 

From a very reliable cru and vineyards aged fifty years by now, here is 
a wonderful Barbera which apparently seems austere but, in fact, it is 
immensely charming and spicy. On the nose, dried plums and alcohol-
infused black cherries enriched by vegetal notes. The mouthfeel is 
decisively intense but also docile and determined, like a fireplace lighted 
during a dark and stormy night.

92+
Barbera d’alba Doc 2017
CASCINA BRUCIATA 

A perfect example of unity and harmony with Nature for this wine that 
is both balanced and taut, showing a great personality as a result of a 
convincing identity project. The aging has been carried out only in steel 
containers. On the nose, a nice persistent effect due to aromas of alcohol-
infused plums, pepper leaf and fruits of undergrowth. The mouthfeel is 
full-bodied, intense with a spicy and excellent persistence.

BARBERA SEPTEMBER 2019

WINE RANKING
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91+
Barbera d’alba Superiore Doc 2017
CASTELLO DI NEIVE 

An excellent Barbera with great personality and undeniable structure. 
The twelve-month aging in barrique allows an extraordinary toasting on 
the nose, enriched by aromas of fruits of undergrowth where raspberries 
and strawberries dominate. The mouthfeel is very interesting and shows a 
great richness and a spicy persistence perceived until the end.

91
Barbera d’alba Doc 2016
MOSSIO 

Produced by a good vineyard situated in the town of Rodello, here is a 
wine that shines for its complex organoleptic spectrum perceived from 
the nose, dominated by fruits of undergrowth: raspberries and currants, 
with a remarkable vegetal/spicy trace, above all pepper leaf. In the mouth, 
it is round, intense and tasty with a clear minerality. 

91
Barbera Superiore Doc “Fiorenza” 2016 
PAOLO MANZONE 

A Barbera of marked character and an excellent organoleptic texture, 
resulting from a nice oenological family project. On the nose, aromas 
of blackberry and cherry jam, with an interesting balsamic trace in the 
background. The mouthfeel highlights a captivating spiciness evolving 
towards a great and complex elegance in the finish.

91
Barbera Superiore Doc “La Pichetera” 2016
FRANCESCO SOBRERO

From the well-known workmanship of Castiglione Falletto winery, this 
good Barbera is the result of an aging carried out first in tonneaux, then 
in barriques for twelve months. On the nose, it is very piercing, vivacious 
aromas of fruits of undergrowth made of wild blackberries and raspberries, 
with an important spicy note in the background from pepper leaf. This sip 
is clear, backed by a great acidity and a very long-lasting persistence.  

91+
Barbera d’alba Doc “Mugiot” 2016
ARMANDO PIAZZO 

A historic and reliable product from Piazzo winery, an aging period of twelve 
months in barrique. On the nose, first perception of an interesting range of 
flavours: fruits of undergrowth, blackberry jam but, above all, a nice vegetal 
freshness in the background, coming from the mint leaf. The initial taste is 
powerful, displaying a nice tannic texture that is easily distinguishable but 
never excessive. Well-balanced and persistent in the finish.

BARBERA SEPTEMBER 2019

WINE RANKING



Dolcetto

94

93

92+

Dolcetto D’alba Doc 2018
SORDO 

Only stainless-steel containers for this Dolcetto which is produced by a very 
classic firm from Castiglione Falletto and which stands out for its distinct salinity. 
The nose is intense and “masculine”, revealing an olfactory profile of great 
complexity. Blackberry, currant, caper berries. The mouthfeel displays a clear 
acidity, it is very tasty and it is characterized by a wide texture of gustatory 
sensations, including a great persistence.

Dolcetto d’alba Doc “Monte Aribaldo” 2017
MARCHESI DI GRESY 

Treiso town, an area which is surrounded by the little microclimate of Monte 
Aribaldo, at 370 meters above sea level. Five months in concrete containers 
which return its former splendor to the vineyard. This wine shows great firmness 
and perfection. The nose reveals a very fine texture of fruits of undergrowth, 
where blueberries dominate, a vegetal note from pepper leaf, a great progression 
in the mouth which impresses especially for its balanced and measured flavours. 

Dolcetto D’alba Doc 2017
ELLENA 

A surprising version of Dolcetto which is “a delight for the palate” due to its great 
roundness. Excellent nose with scents of undergrowth and blueberry enriched by 
a good balsamic fragrance in the background. The mouth is full-bodied, pulpy, 
almost crunchy, very ample, with a slender finish in the tones of liquorice. 

Dolcetto d’alba Doc “Priavino” 2017
ROBERTO VOERZIO

La Morra town, a convincing version of Dolcetto which was born from an already 
thirty years’ viticulture experience. The Dolcetto di Voerzio has potential and 
temperament in quantity, but also a persuasive roundness. The nose is spicy, 
revealing a great preponderance of red fruits of undergrowth. The mouthfeel 
is distinct, ample, very salty. The finish is equally tasty and it is characterized by 
notes of caper berries.  

92

GARDINI  NOTES WINE RANKING

SHORT (5-8 years) MEDIUM (10-15 years) LONG (more than 15 years)

The targets are three: short (5-8 years), medium (10-15 years) and long (more than 15 
years), which denote the aging potential of the wine. 

DOLCETTO SEPTEMBER 2019

WINE RANKING

0 5



0 6

92
Dolcetto d’alba Doc 2017
BREZZA

A nice sustainable project- organically certified- which has been devoting 
itself for the past four generations to the production of single vineyard 
territorial wines, where the care of the land is the basis for always 
brilliant interpretations of cornerstones of Piedmontese oenology. Like 
this Dolcetto, seven months of ageing, limpid, mentholated and spicy on 
the nose, with notes of alcohol-infused cherries. The mouthfeel is fresh, 
intense and clear, of great pleasure.

92
Dogliani Docg  2018
VALLETTI

A new firm with great prospects: six hectares in Pianezzo in Dogliani, at an 
altitude ranging from 480 to 510 meters. This Dolcetto, in particular, is the 
result of a blend from 3 vineyards, it is aged for 6 months in steel tanks 
and then, in bottle for 4 months. On the nose it is very compact, with a 
nice note of undergrowth, blackberries above all. The mouthfeel is intense, 
very fresh, backed by a marked acidity.

92
Dolcetto d’alba Doc 2018
AZ AGR BOASSO

The Boasso family has been living in Serralunga since 1970 and today it owns a vineyard of seven 
hectares. A project focused on the territorial wines in the Piedmont region, all of them produced 
according to a traditional interpretation. This Dolcetto has been aged for eight months in concrete vats 
without suffering any filtration. On the nose, it is both intense and multi-faceted, dominated by fruits 
of undergrowth, above all blackberries, with a very clear salty and balsamic trace in the background. 
In the mouth, again, salty nuances with a long-lasting persistence ending in the notes of caper berries. 

92
Dolcetto d’alba Doc “Primaio” 2018
SAN SILVESTRO 

The nice project of the Sartirano family, which has been living in Novello for the last 
4 generations, it is all clearly visible in this interpretation of Dolcetto which is free of 
frills and that represents the classic wine of Piedmontese everyday life. Clear, genuine, 
unwilling to compromise, with an excellent manufacture. The nose is spicy, from pepper 
leaf, but it also reveals undergrowth notes, where the blackberry jam dominates. In the 
mouth it is round, ample, of great persistence and very soft until the end of the swallowing. 

91+
Dolcetto D’alba Superiore Doc “Sorì Pradurent” 2017
CLAUDIO ALARIO

From the cru of Sorì Pradurent, a Dolcetto superiore coming from the Diano area, where all 
the ground thickness of the wine varietal comes back. Ten months in barrique and six months 
in bottle for this fulfilling, pleasant and never predictable wine. On the nose, first perception 
of alcohol-infused fruits, especially cherries, and some fruits of undergrowth dominated by 
blackberries. The mouthfeel is very mineral, clear and very captivating, where the salty note 
is enriched by nuances of liquorice backed by a nice acidity. A remarkable persistence. 

91+
Dolcetto d’alba Doc 2017
CASCINA BONGIOVANNI

A small village called Uccellaccio, in the town of Castiglione Falletto, the most marked imprinting 
of the Langa lands, in a winery for which the family management is in its DNA. A very shining 
Dolcetto wine from Diano d’Alba, aged in stainless steel tanks in order to preserve its identity 
strength. The mouthfeel is pleasant and it is introduced by a sophisticated nose with aromas of 
raspberries, fruits of undergrowth and clear tasty scents. In the mouth, it is full and displays its 
roundness backed by a nice tannic texture. Very interesting in the finish with a good persistence.  

DOLCETTO SEPTEMBER 2019

WINE RANKING
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91+
Dolcetto d’alba Doc 2017
ENRICO SERAFINO

An excellent Dolcetto produced in the area of Monforte d’Alba. Fresh, 
intense and captivating. On the nose, it displays its ground thickness with 
a nice texture made of fruits of undergrowth and a resinous, balsamic 
trace in the background. The mouthfeel is incisive, full-rounded with a 
wide freshness and an undeniable tannic texture enhancing a significant 
persistence towards a nice progression in the finish.

91
Dolcetto d’alba Doc 2018
L’ASTEMIA PENTITA

This winery, which belongs to Sandra Vezza, a businesswoman and the founder of the 
first “pop” firm in the area of Cannubi, should require a separate description, due to its 
numerous and varied features - not only stylistic- of an absolute ‘unicum’ in Barolo. As a 
result, even the bottled wines can only stand out for their liveliness. Left eight months in 
stainless steel containers, this vivacious Dolcetto shows a spicy nose and a nice mouthfeel 
which surprises for its balance and an excellent richness of flavours until the end.

91
Dolcetto d’alba Doc “Viglioni” 2017 
SIMONE SCALETTA

From the homonymous vineyard in the Langhe region, here is an intense, compact 
Dolcetto, which overflows with “alpha” features. Aged in steel containers, on 
the nose it shows its freshness dominated by fruits of undergrowth, above all 
blueberries, nuances of wild flowers – especially violets – and a clear almond 
taste. A scent perceived again at the end of the mouthfeel, after an interesting 
progression towards dry, clear notes and a nice verticality. 

91
Dolcetto d’alba Doc 2016
CASTELLO DI NEIVE 

The interesting project conceived by the Stupino family continues today its stable 
path still following the local traditions:  sixty hectares – twenty-six of which 
are entirely devoted to vines – with a wide range of labels which highlight the 
common thread of drinkability, like in this Dolcetto which becomes emblematic. 
On the nose, it is spicy but above all taut, with a nice texture made of fruits of 
undergrowth, where raspberries and strawberries dominate. The mouthfeel is 
also thrilling and fresh. Easy-drinking with a very long-lasting persistence.

91+
Dogliani Docg “Autin Lungh” 2017
ERALDO REVELLI

Produced by the most recent wine varietals of the homonymous firm, in 
the town of Farigliano, a Dolcetto wine which stands out for its remarkable 
aromatic structure. On the nose, a nice spiciness dominated by pepper 
leaves which gather an interesting texture made of fruits of undergrowth, 
especially blackberries. The charming balsamic strength comes back to 
the mouthfeel which becomes decisive, firm and round, enriched by a nice 
texture all along the taste until a compact finish. 

DOLCETTO SEPTEMBER 2019

WINE RANKING
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